The prehistory of psychiatry in Ethiopia.
Ethiopian psychiatry has changed considerably during the last few years with an increasing number of Ethiopian doctors and nurses trained in psychiatry. In the paper is given an outline of the history of psychiatry in Ethiopia from 1965 onwards. Important improvements in the Amanuel Mental Hospital in Addis Ababa which for long was the only psychiatric facility in the country, the establishment of the Department of Psychiatry at the Medical Faculty of the University of Addis Ababa and the introduction of psychiatry in the curriculum of the medical faculty are important steps. Recently training of nurses and doctors in psychiatry has led to the establishment of psychiatric clinics in 26 district hospitals throughout the country staffed with psychiatric nurses supervised by psychiatrists from Amanuel Hospital in Addis Ababa. The development of psychiatric research in Ethiopia is also outlined.